Avon CUSD #176
Annual Budget Hearing/Regular Board of Education Meeting
September 15, 2010


The Avon Community Unit School District #176 Board of Education met September 15, 2010 to hold its annual budget hearing and to conduct its regular slate of business. 

The evening opened with the annual budget hearing. Superintendent Dan Oakley presented the overview of the budget, which includes deficit spending in the three major funds: Education, Operations & Maintenance, and Transportation. The Education fund projected deficit is approximately $674,000, with nearly $500,000 of that deficit including the loss of General State Aid Hold Harmless funds that the district had received since 1996. The deficit in the Transportation fund is due to two items: 1) the Board’s intentional request for less tax revenue for this budget year in an effort to help reduce the taxpayer burden; and 2) the actions of Governor Quinn in keeping the General State Aid foundation level at $6,119 but eliminating 58% of transportation reimbursement to balance the GSA amount. Oakley noted that the Illinois State Board of Education required the district to present a deficit reduction plan for the next four years, which has been incorporated into this budget.

Following the budget hearing, the Board convened the regular September meeting.

The Board heard a presentation from Samantha Wells, Avon High School student. Under the direction of Ms. Jennifer Drendel, Avon High School Social Studies teacher, Samantha is working on a project to collect food for hungry children worldwide. She will be making a similar presentation at surrounding schools to raise awareness and interest in her project, which will culminate in a dance with donations being made to her project. Anyone interested in supporting Samantha’s project is welcome to call Ms. Drendel at Avon High School for more information.

The Board heard from Mr. Oakley that the window for Board of Education petitions is drawing near. The Board will have four positions up for election at the upcoming April 2011 election. Anyone interested in running for a position on the Board of Education may contact Mr. Dan Oakley at 309-465-3708 or doakley@avonschools.us, or any current Board of Education member for more information. The Board also heard from Mr. Oakley that the initial free/reduced lunch count in the district is 48%, with the elementary count at 57%, which is up significantly from last year’s count.

The Board approved the monthly consent agenda, which includes meeting minutes from August, current bills to be paid, and the treasurer’s report, as well as the destruction of legally allowable closed session audio recording tapes.

In Board action, the Board: adopted the FY11 budget; approved the FY10 audit; waived the first reading of a board policy update package; approved the district’s Annual Applications for Recognition of Schools for the Illinois State Board of Education; approved a list of school clubs and organizations as eligible for inclusion under the district’s liability insurance umbrella; approved a timeline and procedure for replacing the elementary building’s roof; and rejected all termite abatement bids in lieu of another solution.

In personnel matters, the Board hired for the FY11 school year: Ron Ray as a driver; Amanda Murdoch as head high school softball coach; Val Stier as assistant high school softball coach; Lucas Lovejoy as weightlifting sponsor; and a list of class and organization sponsors. The Board also took hold of Gary Greenlief’s resignation as a driver in the district.

The Board meets again October 13, 2010 at 6:30 pm for the regular October board meeting.

