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Annual budget hearing, regular board meeting

September 9, 2009
The Avon CUSD 176 Board of Education held its annual budget hearing and regular September board meeting to consider a slender monthly slate of business for the district.
The budget hearing kicked off the evening. The budget as presented reflects new funding realities, including a reduction in General State Aid in the form of 50% less Hold Harmless funds, raising the concern of a significant gap in the Education Fund for the FY2010 school year. There were no questions or comments raised in regard to the budget.

During its regular session, the board heard from Mr. Howard Hansen, high school mathematics teacher. Mr. Hansen spoke regarding programs and interventions that have been instituted to help students who are struggling with mathematics. 

Mr. Leo Szaltis introduced to the board the district’s two foreign exchange students. Marketa Dolska is a citizen of the Czech Republic, and Maud Chevallier is a citizen of France. Both are seniors at Avon High School this fall. Ms. Chevallier noted that school in France is much different that in the United States, with students attending school six days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm daily.

The board discussed issues related to reorganization, primarily an update on the status of the pending feasibility study. Though taking no action, the board also discussed a number of non-agenda items related to the startup of school this fall.
In board action, the board: approved the initial FY10 budget; waived a second reading of a board policy update package and referred it to the Policy Committee; approved the annual Application for Recognition of Schools through the Illinois State Board of Education; and approved the newly required Administrative Compensation Report for posting to the district’s website.
The board also hired Jean Kramer, Brittany Knapp, April Fegan, and Kathy Effland as aides in the district, and Ron Ray as a driver for the district. The board also approved a list of coaches and sponsors that included Mallory Clark-Ward as an assistant high school volleyball coach, as well as all class sponsors and other sponsors of school organizations.
The next regular board meeting is set for Wednesday, October 14, 2009 at 6:30 pm. 
